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Abstract: Assessing student performance is a challenge faced by most educational institutions during this time when
conducting in-campus classes is affected by the pandemic. Use of online assessments to determine student performance is
gaining wider acceptance over the traditional paper-and-pen type as it allows evaluation of what the students learned
despite the lack of physical classroom interaction. Although there are studies that examine student perceptions about online
learning in general, only a few focus on assessments especially those that consider its relation to affective aspects of learning.
The views of students being the primary beneficiaries of the technology would give relevant information in designing
appropriate online assessments and can bring about the success of its implementation. Thus, this present study investigated
the usefulness of online assessments according to the perspective of students particularly in their math subject and its
relation to their motivation towards mathematics learning. A mixed methods research design was conducted to determine
the perception and motivation of 127 second year level engineering students via a questionnaire survey after exposure to a
set of online assessments. Results showed that students have a high level of motivation towards mathematics learning and
have positive perception about online assessments. Using factor analysis, variations in the perception were found to be
explained by 4 factors focused on ease of use and functionality, personal preference, technical considerations, and
complementation with other methods. Some of these factors were found to be significantly related with various aspects of
motivation. Interview of students also revealed they found taking online assessments a positive innovation in giving
assignments and prefer them over traditional assignments. The findings derived from this study give teachers a basis in
designing more effective online assessments particularly those that address the needs of today’s generation of learners.
Further, for a developing country like the Philippines, findings of this study would greatly contribute to the government and
academic sector’s efforts in capacity building of its online system of education.
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1. Introduction

Technology enhanced learning has been explored and widely practiced in educational institutions across all class
levels in many nations. Indeed, it has completely redefined over the years how the teaching-learning process
takes place. It is no longer considered as merely a pedagogical supplement but rather as a staple and integral
component of the whole educational set-up. Its increase in relevance is highlighted by the fact that there is an
educational revolution wherein acquiring 215 century learning skills must be the goal of every academic
institution for its students. Durham Public Schools (DPS) characterizes 21% century learners as students who
capably utilize technology and digital media to enhance every aspect of their learning (DPS, n.d.). Aristovnik, et
al. (2016) describes them as new generations of students who are very familiar and adept with the latest
technologies.

Despite the vast impacts of technology in education, particularly in the design and delivery of curriculum, there
is still a need to explore new approaches when it comes to assessments (Crisp, Guardia and Hillier, 2016).
Assessment is one area in education where technology can be maximally integrated. It is considered as an
essential component in education that promotes learning and measures expected outcomes (Clements and
Cord, 2013 as cited in Crisp, Guardia and Hillier, 2016). Baneres, et al. (2019) states that one of the great
contributions of technology in education is the evolution of assessments into e-assessments. Online assessment
or e-assessment includes a broad range of assessment activities such as online essay and computer-marked
online examinations (James, 2016). Guardia, Crisp and Alsina (2017) as cited in Baneres (2016) defined them as
the use of information and communications technology in facilitating the entire assessment process starting
with the creation of assignments up to checking to as far as conducting statistical analysis. Its effectiveness is
stressed by Laine, et al. (2016), claiming that online exams are effective for diagnostic, formative, and summative
assessments and provide students with the opportunity of demonstrating performance.
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The use of computers in the Philippines’ educational set-up has been present for a long time but mostly for
aiding instruction only. Internet technology, on the other hand, is being used primarily for engaging students to
search for additional learning references. However, their use as means to administer various forms of
assessments to students via learning management systems is somewhat limited. Its utilization as such has also
been received with mixed views among teachers due to insufficient evidence that it supports both affective and
cognitive learning. Sarmiento, Lapinid and Prudente, (2018) stated that there is scarcity in the literature
discussing how online assessments affect performance of Filipino students. Likewise, studies investigating how
perception of online assessments can be related to other factors that contribute to learning and engagement
such as student motivation are quite limited. Adanir, et al. (2020) mentioned that learner’s perceptions of online
exams have not been widely studied despite its potential to contribute to more effective use of online exams,
particularly among developing countries. Their work further emphasized that investigating learners’ perceptions
on online exams could reveal factors that would make online examinations more accurate and effective.

The Philippines, like most in the world, has been forced to drastically embrace online learning as the new norm,
and along with it is the use of online assessments. The current situation brought by the pandemic has given the
country’s education sector an imperative to make online learning and online assessments successful. However,
the country is still in the stage of building its online learning system capability. Various socio-economic factors
and lack of existing policies for an online educational system are issues that the government and education
sector are trying to resolve so that students across all economic status can cope with the demands of this set-
up. Joaquin, Biana and Dacela, (2020) suggested that teacher capacity, designing efficient learning environment
and looking into the student context are factors that must be considered as the country tries to sustain the
learning despite the situation. Hence, this current study would be able to contribute to this need to examine
perceptions of students about an integral part of the learning process on giving online assessments. The findings
would give academic institutions and educators a basis for designing and administering effective online
assessments based on students’ perspectives, who are considered as end-users and primary beneficiaries of the
technology. Additionally, the study determined if there is a relationship between the perception and the
motivation of students towards mathematics learning to give some insights about the affective aspects of
learning related to use of online assessments. The following are the research objectives of this study:

1. Determine the perception of the students about online assessments.
Identify the opinions of students about online assessments.
Identify the factors affecting students’ perceptions about online assessments.
Determine the motivation level of students towards mathematics learning.
Determine the relationship between the perception of the students on online assessments and their
motivation level towards mathematics learning.
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2. Literature review

This section presents related literature to the present study. It is structured presenting four subsections about
technology in education and learning management systems, perceptions of online learning, online assessments,
and motivation towards mathematics learning.

2.1 Technology in Education and Learning Management Systems

The International Bureau of Education (IBE) defines technology-enhanced education as one that utilizes
information and communication technologies (ICT) as mediating devices to support student learning through
various applications such as web-based learning, computer-based learning and learning management systems
(IBE, n.d.). The bureau further emphasized that using appropriate technologies can support the development of
innovative teaching practices that enrich learning experiences. One such technology used to deliver classes
online is the learning management system.

Learning management systems (LMS) is an internet-based software application used to carry out e-learning
courses, with features that permit virtual correspondence between teachers and students (Proprofs Training
Maker, n.d.). Academic institutions can choose from a variety of LMS to carry out fully online or blended learning
strategies such as WebCT, Moodle, OLAT, and Sakai (Wilson and Randall, 2012 as cited in Papadaksis, et al., 2018).
Each LMS offers features that can be customized by users depending on their need, capabilities, resources, and
infrastructure. To keep up with these technological advancements in education and to meet the changing
learning styles of students, many academic institutions in the Philippines are now setting up their own LMS.
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Different components of online learning are gradually being introduced in Philippines schools, mostly at
secondary and tertiary levels.

Applying technology in education is seen as an integral component of a teaching-learning environment that
addresses the need of 21° century learners. Such students have different learning styles, but they are mostly
internet-savvy and uses technology to help them build their knowledge. New technology-driven methods such
as flipped classroom, blended learning, massive open online courses (MOQC), and distance learning are deemed
the best ways to meet the needs of such learners (Wanner and Palmer, 2015). Such strategies are said to be
based on the theory of social learning and constructivism, where students are the active actors in their learning
(Young and Jeong, 2020 as cited in Fernandez-Martin, et. al, 2020). Also, these cover three lines of learning
namely, individual learning, collaborative learning, and problem-based learning (Vargas and Cordero as cited in
Fernandez-Martin, et. al, 2020). Since students assume more active roles in the modern methods of learning,
their perception of every aspect of the technology becomes highly relevant as well.

2.2 Perceptions of Online Learning

Higher education institutions need to find ways to improve the implementation of technology and LMS so that
it would be viewed successfully by all its stakeholders specially the students (Aristovnik, et al., 2016; Papadakis,
et.al., 2018). This can be achieved by determining the perception of students about the technology. Student
perception consists of the belief and thoughts of students about the technology used in their course. According
to Abdullah, Muait and Ganefri (2019), knowing the perception of students is important because this influences
their acceptance of the technology. Many research studies discussed that the effectiveness of applying
technology in education can be achieved if factors affecting perceptions of students and teachers in its use and
their experience in an online learning set-up are examined (Ssekakubo, Suleman and Marsden, 2013; Aristovnik,
et al., 2016; Papadakis, et. al, 2018; Kalogiannakis and Papadakis, 2019; Abdullah, Muait and Ganefri, 2019;
Moreno-Guerrero, et. al, 2020).

Aristovnik, et al. (2016) presented an analysis of factors influencing the perceived usefulness of e-courses by
students at the Faculty of Public Administration, University of Ljubljana. Findings showed that perception of
online courses were connected to demographic data and that consistency with face-to-face teaching and teacher
feedback significantly influenced student perception while structure and variety of assignments had no
significant impact. A similar study was conducted by Papadakis, et al (2018) which investigated how university
students perceive the use of learning management systems. Their work examined the perceptions of students
at the University of Crete about mobile access to the LMS Moodle. Findings indicate that students did not find
Moodle as an effective learning tool because the mobile access provided only a limited usability and reliability.
Ssekakubo, Suleman and Marsden (2013) conducted a study that identified the perception of students from
University of Cape Town (UCT) and Makerere University on their appropriate LMS access strategies and their
most needed LMS services. Results of their survey indicate that the most desired LMS services by the students
are assignments, announcements, resources, course outlines and the chat room.

Some research studies focused on determining the factors that influence the intention of teachers to adopt
technology in learning. Kalogiannakis and Papadakis (2019) discussed in their work that attitude toward the
usefulness of mobile technology in the teaching process strongly influence pre-service teachers’ intention to use
mobile learning while students’ notion of ease of use had an indirect impact. Papadakis (2018) investigated
whether gender and age differences influence the acceptance of mobile devices in education. Results revealed
that both factors were not significantly correlated with mobile devices acceptance but emphasized the need for
teacher training to successfully incorporate mobile technology into pedagogical practice.

All studies mentioned gave indications that knowing perception of users of the technology would give insights
on its proper and effective implementation. One aspect of technology integration in learning that must be
explored for effective administration is online assessment.

2.3 Online Assessments

Assessment is an essential and indispensable component of the teaching-learning process which comes in the
form of formative and summative types (Adanir, et al., 2020). Baleni (2015) differentiates the two in terms of
objectives where formative aims to improve the teaching and learning while summative focuses on relating
gathered data to student performance.
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Like most subjects, math requires constant use of assessments to give both teachers and students basis to know
if course learning outcomes are met. It has been a practice in math classes to provide extra activities, or
homework to students with the goal of reinforcing what have been learned in class. These homework activities
are formative in nature done beyond class hours and allowing students to work independently or with groups
of classmates using available and related resources. Rosario, et.al (2015) emphasized the importance of the
teacher’s role in designing homework activities with a specific purpose and showed that extension homework
brought positive impacts on the mathematics achievement of students. However, the benefits of homework
were challenged by others stating that the notion that homework teach study skills and promote responsibility
does not pass the test of research, logic, and experience (Kohn, 2006 cited in Booth, 2010).

In math, these homework activities typically come in the form of paper-and-pen exercises consisting of problems
that were not solved in class. According to Sarmiento (2017), such kind of activities can be time-consuming for
teachers to correct and may cause copying work among students. Baleni (2015) stressed the need to explore
diverse techniques of assessing learning in an online set-up of classes. Online homework system or online
assessments is an emerging technology applied by some teachers complementing the usual paper-and-pen style
of giving assessments whereby students may be given unlimited chances of working on a set of problems that
vary in every attempt for self-practice. Under this technology, assignments are given and answered by students
through the internet. This potentially addresses the issues on pen-and-paper assessments and more
importantly, the concern about continuously assessing student performance despite limited or even lack of
physical classes.

Several studies support the effective use of online homework in their mathematics classes using different forms
of learning management systems. Sarmiento (2017) conducted a study that determined the perception of
students of online homework in mathematics of accounting and finance where a set of homework was
administered to students using MyOpenMath. Results of this study showed that students found online
homework to bring positive impact in their learning. In addition, most students agreed that answering online
homework is convenient and that it helped them manage their time. Sarmiento, Lapinid, and Prudente (2018)
extended the previous work by determining the effectiveness of online homework in students’ performance
compared to paper-and-pencil homework. They used a two-group counterbalanced experimental design, where
both groups became control and experimental groups and received summative assessments after being
subjected to online homework. The results of the summative assessment served as the performance of the
participants while their scores in the home-works served as measure of the homework performance. Findings
indicated that students performed better than they would by paper-and-pencil.

Adanir, et al. (2020) investigated and compared students’ perceptions of online exams at state universities in
Turkey and Kyrgyztan via a mixed study research design. Results of the quantitative analysis revealed that
Turkish learners found online exams less stressful and more reliable than the traditional mode of taking exams
while Kyrgyz learners perceived it otherwise. James (2016) revealed that many students from a regional
university in Australia have encountered challenges with having to take major examinations online including
technical difficulties and insufficient support. It was also found that ICT infrastructure and reliable connectivity
were significant barriers to successful completion of online examinations under secure, proctored conditions.
Wanner and Palmer (2015), in their study of flipped courses in a university in Australia, emphasized that
attention to assessment practices must be considered to ensure that the learning experience of students is
cohesive. Their results further indicated that students preferred blended learning practices over fully online ones
stating that they enjoyed clearly structured assessment with wide choices.

Tang and Titus (2002) utilized WebAssign to deliver, collect and grade homework of students in Calculus and
General Physics. Students claimed that using the online platform for their homework enhanced their learning of
the course content. Most of them preferred WebAssign homework over paper-and-pen homework and the time
they spent in engaging with the activities increased significantly. This mode of assessment delivery also
promoted cooperative learning and motivated the students to engage and collaborate during activities. Zerr
(2007) used Blackboard in administering online homework system, emulating the teacher’s presence in the
classroom via a sequence of attempt-feedback-reattempt in the assessments. It was found that the participants
of the study had a high level of satisfaction in this system. Korkmaz and Karakuz (2009) found that the blended
learning model incorporating instruction, homework, individual study, and evaluation contributed more to
student attitudes toward geography course when compared to the traditional learning model.
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The mentioned studies give insights as to the how taking online assessments enhances learning and increases
students’ willingness to engage in activities. Motivation towards the learning process can then be a factor
contributing to engagement of students with any type of learning activity, whether in class or online. Majority
of Philippines schools relied on the traditional mode of giving assessments and used the online system merely
as a supplement pre-pandemic. However, in this “forced” online or remote set-up, assessments remain a vital
component of the learning process and thus, the motivation of students to engage on such activities must be
considered. Hence, this study investigated this affective aspect and related it with perception of students on
online assessments.

2.4 Motivation Towards Mathematics Learning

Various studies have emphasized that the affective component of learning and student emotion are as much
vital as it is for cognition and that academic success as well as active learning is linked with the affective
dimension such as higher degrees of motivation (Booth, 2010; Fared, Jdaitawi and Sheta, 2018; Jeong, Canada
and Gomez, 2018, Jdaitawi, M., 2020). Students’ attitudes including their motivation play a role on how they
involve themselves in the learning process.

Motivation is the reason why one performs a certain activity. In class, students become motivated to engage in
learning activities once they perceive its importance and if they can derive benefits from doing such (Pintrich
and Schunk, 1996 cited in Tuan, Chin and Shieh, 2005). Tuan, Chin and Shieh (2005) developed a questionnaire
that measured the motivation of students towards science learning. In their work, motivation was categorized
according to six factors that include self-efficacy, active learning strategies, science learning value, performance
goal, achievement goal and learning environment stimulation. Each represents what drives the student to
participate in science learning activities. Self-efficacy denoted the belief of students in one’s ability to do a task.
Active learning strategies focused on the role of students in constructing their own knowledge. Science learning
connected motivation to the students’ finding relevance of the subject in their daily lives. Performance goal
focuses on the desire to out-perform others. Achievement goal was about motivation derived from gaining more
competency. Lastly, learning environment stimulation denoted the role of curriculum and set-up in class (Tuan,
Chin and Shieh, 2005).

Bhowmik (2014) in his take on constructivism stated that by theory, it is the learner that establishes how he
comes to know a concept and that interactive and problem-centered teaching approaches should be considered
in mathematics classes. It was also suggested that for student engagement to be established, there should be a
broad set of learning activities including those bringing in out-of-school experiences (Denzine and Brown, 2014).
These out of school problem-centered activities can materialize in the form of assignments. It may then be logical
to consider that to make students engaged in the learning process, they must find motivation towards the
process itself. The activities given in and out of class to support learning should then be designed well enough
to ensure students perceive their value so that meaningful engagement may be realized.

The studies reviewed provide a framework that serves as a basis for this study where the perception of online
assessments can bring about the effective use of technology, and that students’ perspectives about the learning
process can influence how well motivated they are to take part in the learning activity. Thus, this present study
investigates the connection between student perceptions on technology-based and online assessments
delivered via learning management systems and their motivation towards math learning.

3. Methodology

For the methodology, this paper gives a description of the participants and some demographic profile,
particularly their gender, and degree program in the university. Next, the research design is discussed followed
by the development of the questionnaires used in the study and how the data were analyzed. Lastly, the research
procedure was outlined.

3.1 Participants of the Study

The participants of the study were second year engineering students from a university in Cavite, Philippines who
were chosen via a convenience sampling method. Out of the 432 engineering students enrolled during the
semester and taking integral calculus, only 127 (29.4%) belonging to 5 intact sections were selected as they were
the only ones to complete all the online assessments and answer the survey questionnaires. These students
have been previously exposed to the learning management system of the university during their first year in
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college and were already familiar with its features including online assessment. Tables 1 and 2 show the
demographic profile of the participants in terms of gender (32.3% female and 67.7% male participants) and
degree program in the university. The degree programs of the students were civil engineering (CEE, 39.4%),
computer engineering (CPE, 20.5%), electronics engineering (ECE, 19.7%) and mechanical engineering (MEE,
20.5%).

Table 1: Frequency distribution of students according to gender

Gender
Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
FEMALE 41 323 323 323
MALE 86 67.7 67.7 100.0
Total 127 100.0 100.0
Table 2: Frequency distribution of students according to degree program
Degree Program
Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid CEE 50 39.4 394 39.4
CPE 26 20.5 20.5 59.8
ECE 25 19.7 19.7 79.5
MEE 26 20.5 20.5 100.0

Total 127 100.0 100.0

3.2 Research Design

A mixed methods research design was utilized where a combination of qualitative and quantitative data is
obtained and analyzed to provide answers to the problems in this study. The qualitative data obtained were the
opinion of the students about taking online homework or assessments. The quantitative data consisted of the
level of motivation towards mathematics learning and perception on online assessments of students obtained
via the 4-point scale opinion questionnaire surveys.

3.3 Instrument and Statistical Analysis

The instrument used to measure the motivation towards math learning (MTML) was based on the Students’
Motivation towards Science Learning (SMTSL) questionnaire developed by Tuan, Chin and Shieh (2005). The
researchers asked for the approval of the developer of the questionnaire to allow them to utilize the material
but with some modifications to meet the objective of measuring the motivation towards mathematics learning
of the students. The modification involved changing the context of the questionnaire from science to
mathematics learning. Some negatively stated items from the original were also reversed as per suggestion by
the evaluators consulted by the researchers during content validation. Some of the changes adapted by the
researchers included the following: “Whether the science content is difficult or easy, | am sure that | can
understand it” was changed to “Whether the math content is difficult or easy, | am sure | can understand it”;
and “l am willing to participate in this science course because the teacher uses a variety of teaching methods”
was changed to “l am willing to participate in this math course because the teacher uses a variety of teaching
methods”. The rest of the items in the SMTSL questionnaire were changed in a similar manner.

The instrument to measure the perception on online homework was based on the material used by Sarmiento
(2017). A few items in the questionnaire were reworded to indicate that the perception was directed towards
the students’ online homework in calculus. The 24-item questionnaire included 21 items that measure the
perception score and 3 items that determined if the students utilized their unlimited attempts to answer each
online homework to prepare for summative exams, the techniques they used to solve the given problems and if
they found the online assessments useful.

The students responded by rating each item in the questionnaires using the 4-point scale: 1-strongly disagree, 2
— disagree, 3-agree, and 4-strongly agree. Initially, the questionnaire was designed to use a 5-point scale but
based on the comments of the evaluators of the questionnaire, it was suggested to exclude the neutral option
to get a clearer inference on the inclination of the students in terms of their motivation towards math and their
perception on online assessments. Also, following the work of Sarmiento (2017), the researchers opted to use
only a 4-point scale in both questionnaires, whereby the “neutral” or “no opinion” option was not included to
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ensure that the respondents would specify their level of agreement on each of the propositions in the
questionnaires. Using an even number of options is said to eliminate the middle choice which gives respondents
a means not to show their actual preference and thus providing researchers with little useful data (University at
Buffalo, 2019). Table 3 shows the interpretation of the results obtained from the instrument for measuring the
motivation towards math of the students and perception.

Table 3: Interpretation of student responses for motivation and perception instrument

Rating Verbal Interpretation Level of Motivation Level of Perception
1.00-1.49 Strongly disagree Very low motivation Highly Negative
1.50-2.49 Disagree Low motivation Negative
2.50-3.49 Agree High motivation Positive
3.50-4.00 Strongly agree Very high motivation Highly Positive

A reliability analysis using 30 samples was used to verify the consistency of the instrument where a Cronbach’s
Alpha of 0.927 was obtained indicating reliability of the test. Factor analysis was used to identify the factors or
components that possibly caused the variation on the students’ perception of online learning. A Kaiser-Mayer-
Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy (KMO) test was conducted to determine if the sample is adequate to
perform factor analysis. A KMO value of 0.893 and p-value of 0.000 were obtained indicating adequacy. Lastly,
a multiple correlation analysis via the Pearson r Correlation Coefficient was applied to determine if there were
significant relationships between the factors extracted from the students’ perception survey and the factors that
constitute the students’ motivation towards math.

3.4 Research Procedure

Initially, the researchers prepared the online assessments and ensured that the level of difficulty of the items
were similar. These items were taken from previous assessments made by the researchers during their
traditional pen-and-paper assessments in the previous school years. A total of 4 online assessments were
prepared for this study one each for the sub-topics of techniques of integration, namely: integration by parts,
trigonometric integrals, trigonometric substitution, and partial fraction decomposition. These assessments were
all multiple-choice type of assessment involving different problems that students needed to answer online via
the LMS of the university. Each online assessment was due for a week, with students given an unlimited number
of attempts and their best scores among attempts were given credit. Students may get a different set of 10
questions in each attempt. The students got to see their scores right after submission and they were provided
with a summary of what items they answered incorrectly. The students were given opportunities to submit
clarifications about the homework via the chat and forum feature of the LMS for immediate feedback. Once all
the assessments were completed, the students answered the instruments for perception and motivation
through the LMS.

4, Results

The results of the survey and statistical analysis are presented in the following sequence: perception of students,
factors affecting students’ perception obtained using factor analysis, motivation level of students and correlation
analysis.

4.1 Students’ Perception of Online Assessments

Table 4 shows the mean responses on each item in the students’ perception questionnaire. Generally, the
students claimed they had a positive experience taking online assessments. They strongly agreed that this kind
of assessment should be done not just in calculus but also in other math courses. Among the items in the
perception survey, the item “Doing online homework helps me practice answering exercises in Calculus” had the
highest mean of 3.65, followed by “Getting immediate result and feedback from online homework motivates
me” with a mean of 3.62 and the third highest is “/ like doing online homework” with a mean of 3.57. Based on
standard deviation, these three items were among the 5 having lowest variation on the responses of the
students indicating that they are mostly in agreement with the use of the online assessments in helping them
prepare for their subject, the immediate feedback function gives them motivation and that they generally like
doing online homework.
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Table 4: Students’ perception of online homework in integral calculus

Std.
Perception of Online Homework Mean Deviation

P1 | like doing online homework. 3.5748 .62386

Doing online homework is a positive

innovation to the way homework is 3.4803 67671
P2 administered.

Online homework has to be spread out to

4961 74401

P3 other math courses besides Calculus. 3.496 0

Doing online homework has disadvantages for 26929 98005
P4 me.*

| prefer pap.er-and-penml homework to online 25906 97878
P5 homework in Calculus.*

Tec.hnlcal computer problems reduce my 55039 96670
P6 online homework grade.*

inlne homework helps me manage my time 3.3150 78216
P7 in answering homework.

Get.tlng immediate res.ult and feedback from 3.6220 58998
P8 online homework motivates me.

Doing online homework helps improve my 3.4409 69754
P9 performance in my Calculus class.

Along with online homework, paper-and-

pencil homework should also be given to 3.2520 .80641
P10 students.
P11 Answering online homework scares me.* 3.1575 .83023
P12 | want to continue doing online homework. 3.4488 .67505

| arT1 more comfortable doing homevyork 31181 80291
P13 online compared to paper-and-pencil.

| encountered difficulties accessing the online 5 8425 95473
P14 homework.*

The onI{ne homework er‘1V|ronment is 33858 63054
P15 appropriate and convenient for users.

Domg.onlme homework is a positive 3.5039 58924
P16 experience.

Doing qnllne hor.new.ork helps me practice 3.6535 56874
P17 answering exercises in Calculus.

The gnl|ne hgmework platform is easy to use 3.4724 66460
P18 and is user friendly.
P19 | do not want to take any online homework.* 3.4961 73327

Onllng homework dO.eS n'ot help me prepare 3.4803 77511
P20 for quizzes and examinations.*

Online homework increases the amount of 3.2677 81112

P21 time | spent studying.

4.2 Opinion of Students about Taking Online Assessments

The opinion of students about taking online assessments were obtained via open-ended questions in the
perception survey. There were 72 students (56.7%) who preferred taking online assessments compared to the
paper-and-pen form. There were 116 (91.3%) students who responded that taking the online assessment helped
them prepare for their major exam in calculus. The instrument also identified how the students answered their
online assessments. There were 15 (11.8%) who said that they solved the problems independently by referring
to their lecture notes, 3 (2.4%) responded that they solved using only sources from the internet or math
softwares while the majority (109 - 85.8%) utilized various sources including their notes, internet available
references and math softwares. They also collaborated with their classmates via group studies.

4.3 Factors Affecting the Students’ Perception of Online Assessments

Factor analysis was conducted to understand what aspects of perception on online assessments mostly explains
the variation in the responses of students. Based on the Scree plot generated in the analysis, 4 factors or
components were extracted from the set of 21 questions on perception. The eigenvalue greater than 1 was
considered to decide on the number of factors. This is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Scree plot on the factor analysis of the students’ perception of online homework

Table 5 shows the summary of the results of the factor analysis where 64.255% of the variation of students’
perception can be explained by the 4 factors or components extracted from the data. The remaining 35.745%
was not captured. Based on the analysis, Factor 1 explains the largest variation on the students’ perception, with
a variance of 41.015%.

Table 5: Factor analysis results

Total Variance Explained

- Extraction Sums of Squared Rotation Sums of Squared
Initial Eigenvalues . .
Loadings Loadings

Component . . .

Total % of Cumulative Total % of Cumulative Total % of Cumulative
Variance % Variance % Variance %

1 6.562 41.015 41.015 6.562 41.015 41.015 5.428 33.925 33.925
2 1.497 9.357 50.372 1.497 9.357 50.372 1.892 11.825 45.75
3 1.183 7.396 57.768 1.183 7.396 57.768 1.581 9.882 55.632
4 1.038 6.487 64.255 1.038 6.487 64.255 1.38 8.623 64.255

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

Table 6 enumerates the items in the questionnaire on students’ perception that are closely related and are
clustered as one component or one factor that explains the variation in the results. Analysis revealed that only
16 items were left because some of the items are highly correlated to factor 1. Referring to the actual items in
Table 4, we find that P3, P7, P8, P9, P12, P15, P16, P17, P18 and P21 are highly correlated thus are clustered as
factor 1. P19 and P20 are clustered as factor 2, P6 and P14 are clustered as factor 3, and P5 and P10 are clustered
as factor 4.

Table 6: Component matrix of the students’ perception of online homework

Rotated Component Matrix®

Component
1 2 3 4

P3 0.728

P5 0.592
P6 0.721

P7 0.675

P8 0.8

P9 0.693

P10 -0.801
P12 0.586

P14 0.744

P15 0.784

P16 0.865

P17 0.716

P18 0.721
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Rotated Component Matrix®

Component
1 2 3 4
P19 0.754
P20 0.86

P21 0.583

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.
a. Rotation converged in 6 iterations.

Descriptive information shown in Table 7 about the items shows that factors 1, 2, 3 and 4 have means of 3.4628,
3.4882, 2.6732 and 2.9213. This gives an over-all perception mean of 3.2982 which is interpreted as positive
perception on online assessments.

Table 7: Descriptive statistics of the factors extracted

Item Mean Std. Deviation

P3 3.4961 0.74401
P7 3.315 0.74216
P8 3.622 0.58998
P9 3.4409 0.69754
P12 3.4488 0.67505
P15 3.3858 0.63054
P16 3.5039 0.58924
P17 3.6535 0.56874
P18 3.4724 0.6646
P21 3.2677 0.81112
Factorl 3.4628 0.50059
P19 3.4961 0.73327
P20 3.4803 0.77511
Factor2 3.4882 0.67101
P6 2.5039 0.9667
P14 2.8425 0.95473
Factor3 2.6732 0.75692
P5 2.5906 0.97878
P10 3.252 0.80641
Factor4 2.9213 0.5507
Overall 3.2082 0.43267
Perception

The four factors were identified as ease of use and functionality, personal preference, technical considerations,
and complementation with other methods. The items P3, P7, P8, P9, P12, P15, P16, P17, P18 and P21 found to
be highly correlated and clustered as factor 1, all focus on the ease of use of the technology. These pertained to
items were the respondents agreed that the delivery of online assessment was user-friendly, convenient and
gave them a positive experience. Likewise, the items targeted functionality of the online assessments, where
students agreed that it helped them study in their subject, gave their needed results and feedback, and
contributes to improving their performance in class. Factor 2 is explained by the items P19 and P20, which
focuses more on the personal preference of students on the type of activity, whether online or not, they want
to experience in class. Items P6 and P14 are clustered as factor 3, which focused on technical considerations
such as difficulties encountered while doing their online assessments. Finally, P5 and P10 are clustered as factor
4 where the responses of student focused on complementing online and paper-and-pen type of assessments in
their classes.

4.4 Motivation of Students towards Math Learning

The motivation level of the engineering students was determined after their exposure to the online assessments
in Calculus. The motivation level was categorized according to 6 factors, namely self-efficacy, active learning
strategies, math learning value, performance goal, achievement goal and learning environment stimulation.
Table 8 summarizes the results obtained from the questionnaire.
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Table 8: Motivation levels of students towards math learning

Motivation Factors Mean Std. Deviation Interpretation
Self-Efficacy 3.15 422 High level of motivation
Active Learning Strategies 3.46 .380 High level of motivation
Math Learning Value 3.50 418 Very high level of motivation
Performance Goal 3.16 447 High level of motivation
Achievement Goal 3.48 .455 High level of motivation
Learning Environment

Stimulation 3.32 447 High level of motivation
Over-all Motivation 3.35 0.279 High level of motivation

Self-efficacy accounted for the confidence of students in dealing with math concepts in their class. This measured
the students feeling of self-sufficiency and belief in themselves to perform well in the subject as well as solving
difficult math problems. Results in Table 8 show that the students have high level of self-efficacy with over-all
mean rating of 3.15 implying that students strongly believed in their capacity to do well in math. The next factor
is active learning strategies which measured the students’ motivation to engage in activities particularly when
presented with new math concepts. This determined if students connected their past learnings with the new
concepts and if they find reasons for their mistakes. The motivation of the students based on this factor is 3.46,
implying that students still engage in math activities even if they commit mistakes and find concepts difficult to
understand. Math learning value focused on motivation emerging from knowing the importance of math. Table
8 reflects a mean rating of 3.50 which implies that students believed that math is useful in their daily life and in
their field of study. The fourth factor measures motivation arising from students desire to out-perform others.
Results showed that the mean performance goal is 3.16 which indicates that students get motivated by getting
good grades. Achievement goal denotes motivation derived from seeing progress in their math performance.

The mean achievement goal rating is 3.48 which meant that students were highly motivated when they see
better performance and when they can solve more difficult math problems. Lastly, learning environment
stimulation showed a mean rating of 3.32. This indicated that students are motivated by the set-up of their class
such as having enough class interaction and experiencing different teaching strategies that pose challenges to
them. The students agreed that the set-up of class as well as dynamic and new activities make them more willing
to participate in class. The over-all motivation of the students towards math learning is 3.35 which indicates that
students have high level of motivation.

4.5 Relation between the Students’ Perception of Online Homework and Motivation towards
Math Learning

Multiple correlation analysis was done to determine the relationship of the factors arising from the perception
of students on online assessments with the motivation level of students. Further, it was determined to which
aspects of motivation are the factors significantly correlated to. As reflected in Table 9, factor 1 was found to be
correlated to the motivation aspects of active learning strategies (r=0.247), math learning value (r=0.281), and
learning environment stimulation (r=0.314) at 0.05 level of significance. The p-values corresponding to these are
all less than 0.01 indicating high level of statistical significance of results obtained. Factor 2 was found to have
significant correlation with self-efficacy (r=0.205, p=0.021) and active learning strategies (r=0.206, p=0.02) at
0.01 level of significance and have high significant correlation with math learning value (r=0.236, p=0.007) at
0.05 level of significance. Factor 3 was found to have high level of significance with self-efficacy (r=0.265,
p=0.003) at 0.05 level of significance while it is significantly correlated with active learning strategies (r=0.204,
p=0.022) at 0.05 level of significance. Finally, factor 4 was found to be significantly correlated with active learning
strategies (r=0.208, p=0.019) as well as math learning value (r=0.206, p=0.02) at 0.05 level of significance.

The over-all students’ perception of online assessments has a highly significant correlation with the over-all
motivation level (r=0.388, p=0). These observations indicate that as the perception scores of students on online
assessments increase, the level of motivation also increases and vice versa. This could be an indication that
perception influences motivation or motivation influences perception in the same direction.
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Table 9: Correlation analysis between students’ perception and motivation towards math learning

Correlations

Factors derived from the Active Math Learning
. Self- . Performance . . Ovel-all

Perception of Students on officac Learning Goals Learning Environment Motivation

Online Assessment ¥ Strategies Value Stimulation
Pearson 0.133 247" -0.067 281" 314" 324"
Correlation

Factorl Sig. (2- 0.135 0.005 0.453 0.001 0 0
tailed)
N 127 127 127 127 127 127
Pearson 205° 206° 0.158 236" 0.123 276
Correlation

Factor2 Sig. (2- 0.021 0.02 0.076 0.007 0.169 0.002
tailed)
N 127 127 127 127 127 127
Pearson 265 204" 0.097 0.15 0.084 265
Correlation

Factor3 Sig- (2- 0.003 0.022 0.276 0.092 0.35 0.003
tailed)
N 127 127 127 127 127 127
Pearson 0.157 208" -0.139 206" 197" 244"
Correlation

Factor4 Sig- (2- 0.077 0.019 0.12 0.02 0.027 0.006
tailed)
N 127 127 127 127 127 127
Pearson 218" 300 -0.019 309" 308" 388"
Correlation

Over-all Sig. (2-

Perception g 0.014 0.001 0.832 0 0 0
tailed)
N 127 127 127 127 127 127

**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

5. Discussion and conclusion

The discussion of the results along with their implications are presented such that the discussion for problems 1
and 2 are given together, followed by the discussion for problem 3 and lastly, the discussion of problems 4 and
5 are given together.

1.1.5 Research Problems: (1) Determine the perception of the students about online assessments and (2)
Identify the opinions of students about online assessments.

Results of the study showed that students have a positive perception on the use of online assessments. They
agreed that the integration of technology in the way they take their assessments is a good innovation that allows
them to get immediate feedback and results in their assessments. Also, majority of the students utilized the
online assessments to prepare for their exam. They find that having unlimited attempts to take the online
assessments exposes them to different types of problems useful for practice in problem-solving. The findings of
this study are in line with the results of Adanir, et al. (2020) which mentioned that Kyrgyz students find the
potential of online exams to improve learning through the provision of immediate feedback. This is further
supported by the works of Sarmiento (2017) and Baleni (2015) where both studies emphasized that doing online
assessments gave students opportunities to view their results and use the feedback to study further as final
preparations for their summative tests.

In this study, the students also found that the use of online assessments provided them new and a variety in the
teaching-learning strategies done in class. The results adhere to the suggestion by Lawson and Lawson to provide
students with a broad set of activities (Lawson and Lawson, cited in Denzine and Brown, 2014) and by the results
of Wanner and Palmer (2015) stating that students enjoyed the wider choices in learning and assessment they
experienced in flipped classroom.
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1.2.5  Research Problem (3) Identify the factors affecting students’ perceptions about online assessments

Based on the factor analysis conducted, there are 4 factors that explains the variation on the perception of
students on online assessments. The perception of students is generally explained by the first factor, ease of use
and functionality, which explained 41.015% of the variation in the responses of students. This implied that the
perception of students is focused on the convenience in the use of technology and if they find that it serves its
purpose. Students tend to become more accepting of a new strategy or technology if they feel that it helps them
achieve their learning goals. The online assessments were meant primarily to provide additional exercises for
students thus they find that doing multiple attempts serve the purpose of helping them practice and learn more.
This is supported by the work of Kalogiannakis and Papadakis (2019) whose results ranked usefulness of mobile
learning in the teaching process strongly influenced the attitude of pre-service teachers in adopting a certain
technology followed by ease of use. The work of Sarmiento (2017) also backs up the results of the study pointing
out that students found taking online exams convenient because it can be accessed anytime within the allotted
period.

The other factors derived from this present study are personal preference (9.357%), technical considerations
(7.396%) and complementation with other methods (6.487%). The students found that online assessments can
be an effective complement to doing paper-and -pen assessments and that most prefer it over the use of purely
traditional means. This is supported by the work of Laine, et. al (2016) who despite giving positive feedback
about taking electronic examinations also mentioned that pen-and-paper assessment is still an essential
component for math assessments that can work together with the electronic exam. The technical difficulties are
emphasized in the work of James (2016) where many students shared that their challenges in taking online
examinations are due to technical difficulties, ICT infrastructure and internet connectivity. Reliable internet
connection and lack of efficient gadgets that support online activities are common concerns among Filipino
students. Thus, technical difficulties often arise and is a major issue that must be taken into consideration by
academic institutions so that the learning experience remain positive for all students.

1.3.5 Research Problems (4) Determine the motivation level of students towards mathematics learning and
(5) Determine the relationship between the perception of the students on online assessments and their
motivation level towards mathematics learning.

The motivation level of students towards mathematics learning was found to be of high level, with a mean of
3.35. This motivation level is explained by 6 factors namely self-efficacy, active learning strategies, math learning
value, performance goal, achievement goal, and learning environment stimulation. Multiple correlation analysis
revealed that perception on online assessments is significantly correlated to motivation, on all its aspects except
performance goals. This is in line with the results of the study of Abdullah, Muait and Ganefri (2019) where use
of technology as part of teaching tools was shown to influence student motivation for the enhancement of
student’s overall learning experience. It is important to note that the high level of motivation of students after
the exposure to online assessments maybe attributed to the type of student participants in the study. Since the
students are enrolled in engineering programs, they have many subjects in mathematics in their curriculum or
those subjects applying mathematics principles. This explains why the students acknowledge that math is
important to their field of study and that they want challenging math problems so they can improve their
understanding and knowledge of the subject. However, they are also dynamic students who require variety in
their classes and tend to be competitive as well. Hence, the use of online assessments where they can answer
different sets of problems in every attempt engages them more. They want to be exposed to different problems
so that they can practice solving and they are encouraged to get better results in every attempt that they take.
This is supported by the findings of Korkmaz and Karakuz (2009) where in Geography courses, the use of blended
learning model contributed positively to students’ attitudes towards their course.

The results of this present study support the effectiveness of online homework and the positive reception of
students on this kind of assessment strategy. Like the results of Tang and Titus (2002), Zerr (2007) and Sarmiento
(2017), the participants in this study also generally preferred online homework system over paper assignments,
even though all research studies utilized different platforms for administering the online assessment. The
participants became more motivated as reflected in their agreement that online homework increased their
amount of time spent in studying and that most of them collaborated with their classmates in working on the
different assessments. This coincides with the results of Tang and Titus (2002) where in their study, a significant
increase in time of engagement was found. In the work of Sarmiento (2017), perception on online homework
for her students in mathematics of accounting and finance was also of high level like the results of this paper.
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This study also reflected what was found in her research and that is for students, taking online homework had a
positive impact on learning.

This paper was able to highlight the key aspects needed in the effective use of online assessments and was able
to show how it can influence the motivation level of students toward mathematics learning. In conclusion,
knowing the perception on online assessments can give educators insights as to how to carry out the technology
in the most effective way. This study emphasizes that design should focus on functionality, wherein the online
assessments must provide opportunities for students to practice and prepare for their summative or major
exams. The variety in problems and the multiple attempts can help address this aspect. It should also focus on
ease of use with clear structure and guidelines. A well-designed online assessment can influence the motivation
level of students and increase their engagement in class. Over-all, the use of online homework is a welcome
addition to the different strategies that teachers employ to encourage active engagement among students. The
benefits including ease of task of grading student works and being able to provide them with varied activities
for practice and self-learning far outweigh the somewhat meticulous stage of preparing relevant materials.

6. Recommendation and limitations

This study was limited to the experience of students in their math subject during the semester. Hence the
perception was directed only towards perception on online assessments within the context of their mathematics
class. Likewise, this study did not investigate effectiveness of the online assessment on improving the motivation
of students to engage more in their mathematics classes but focused on their correlation only.

The main challenges encountered by the researchers were the limited means to verify whether the students
answered the assessments without resorting to guessing because the assessments were of multiple-choice type
and the likelihood that the students utilized softwares to solve the problems instead of solving them. The
researchers tried to discuss some problems from the online assessment during the face-to-face meeting asking
students to explain their solution to determine if they knew the solution to the problems. The students were
reminded that during their major exam, the questions will be based from the online assessments, but their
solutions will be required for submission. This way they are encouraged to work on the solutions to the problems
they encountered.

Considering the current situation in most countries, the use of online assessments in evaluating students and
enhancing the learning process is now a requirement. Academic institutions in the Philippines must double their
efforts in setting up infrastructure and learning management systems, formulating policies, and training teachers
in the use of ICT and designing online materials including online assessments. Hence, studies that focus on how
it can be carried effectively and accurately must be done. Future research can explore best practices in the
delivery of online assessment to maximize its utility and benefits. It is also recommended to study its impact on
student performance and come up with structural models that identifies what other factors contribute to
acceptance of both teachers and students of online assessments.
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